THE patient, a manageress in a laundry, aged 29, removed the lid off a cauldron. The steam escaped into her face, she turned her head sideways to avoid it, and at once felt acute pain in the ear and becam-ie " stone deaf " on that side. She was transferred to miie from the Casualty department, and though locally there was nothing visible beyond blebs on the menlbrane and an exfoliating im-eatus, the hearing on that side was lost to the whole range of forks. The memiibrane never perforated, and as the acute symptoms subsided hearing was restored and is now norimial.
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THE patient, a manageress in a laundry, aged 29, removed the lid off a cauldron. The steam escaped into her face, she turned her head sideways to avoid it, and at once felt acute pain in the ear and becam-ie " stone deaf " on that side. She was transferred to miie from the Casualty department, and though locally there was nothing visible beyond blebs on the menlbrane and an exfoliating im-eatus, the hearing on that side was lost to the whole range of forks. The memiibrane never perforated, and as the acute symptoms subsided hearing was restored and is now norimial.
The case is of interest as showing sudden and complete loss of audition resulting from a mere superficial inflammation of the membrane.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. CHEATLE said he assumed that "stone deaf" was the patient's own expression. He had seen one case in a lady who was carrying a kettle full of boiling water upstairs when she tripped, and some of the water entered her ear and burned a hole in her membrane. Her hearing, subsequently, became normal.
The PRESIDENT considered that there was a large psychical element in this case, as in cases of hysterical deafness following shocks.
Mr. WESTMACOTT said that he had recently seen a case of simulated deafness in connexion with the Workmen's Compensation Act. It was that of a weaver who was working at a loom when she fell, and was said to have run a pointed instrument, for picking up cotton, into the ear and perforated the drum, causing her to be stone deaf. A fortnight after the accident, when he saw her, there was a small punctured wound in the posterior wall of the meatus only, and not far from the orifice. Testing with Batrany's noise apparatus, however, revealed that there was no deafness at all.
